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1.0 Abstract 
 

This project is to discover information relating to the reported wreck of the 

schooner SV Jane Ellen for which there is a report (MADU Ref. 238) of it having 
gone aground on 14 October 1881 at Abererch, Caernarfonshire, Wales. The 

home port was given as Porthmadog (Fig. 1). 

The Coflein report gives the SV Jane Ellen aground at Abersoch on 21st March 

1887 and became a total loss. 

The objective is to establish the facts relating to the wreck report and discover 

the circumstances leading up to the grounding and the outcome, together with 

any other relevant information. 

The research is limited to information available on-line as access to libraries and 
record offices was not possible at this time due to the lockdown for the CORVID-

19 pandemic. 

 

Figure 1, Extract from MADU data-base 

Ships aground at Abererch Oct. 1881 
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3.0 Introduction 

This wreck is listed as one of five vessels driven aground on 14th October 1881 at Abererch. It 

seemed logical to examine the circumstances of all five and prepare a report for each. I hoped to 

discover information which would answer the following questions: 

• What were the vessel’s specifications? 

 

• What historical information is available relating to the vessel? 

 

• What was the story leading up to wrecking? 

 

• What caused the wrecking? 

 

• What has happened since the wrecking? 

 

• Has anyone previously investigated or researched the vessel back story? 

 

• Has anyone dived, recorded, surveyed or worked on the site? 

 

• Has any salvage, etc. been carried out? 

 

• Have there been any previous reports produced relating to the vessel? 
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 4.0 Background 

Prior to starting this research the only knowledge of the vessel and wreck was that given in the 

MADU data-base (Fig.2). 

 

Figure 2, Extract SV Jane Ellen from MADU data base. 

 

And the R Cadwalader data-base (Fig. 3). 

 

Figure 3, Extract from R Cadwalader data-base. 
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5.0  Research Methodology   

The following were used in this research:- 

 

Acer Laptop with fast fibre wireless internet connection, I-phone. 

Search engines used were 

Google Chrome 

AVG Secure Browser 

Microsoft Office 

Windows 10 

Snip & Sketch 

 

 
Methodology:  first step to check out Coflein, but nothing there relating to this ‘wreck’ at Abersoch. 

Then Lloyds Register. Porthmadog archive. Newspaper records. Crewlist. 

List of sources, 

Coflein: https://www.coflein.gov.uk/en/site/search No record of the beaching (Abererch)but good information 

on the vessels wrecking at Abersoch. 

Lloyds Register of shipping: https://hec.lrfoundation.org.uk/archive-library/lloyds-register-of-ships-online - 

Lloyds Register, starting point. Records missing for some of the crucial years and a relevant page missing in one 

of the registers. 

Library of Wales: https://newspapers.library.wales/view/3310679/3310687/68/ - excellent for local news 

reports on the storm and beaching but could find nothing relating to the wrecking at Abersoch. 

The Cambrian News and Merionethshire Standard  Archive– good source. 

http://www.maritimearchives.co.uk/ - good to identify ships and for crew lists but none available for SV Jane 

Ellen 

Crew lists and other documents: http://www.crewlist.org.uk/about/findingoncrewlists - good for dates but no 

crew information available 

http://shipbuildinghistory.com/shipyards/emergencylarge/foundation.htm  

https://content.libraries.wsu.edu/digital/collection/cchm_photo/id/6983/  

https://www.wrecksite.eu/wreck.aspx?33705  

https://www.crewlist.org.uk/data/vesselsalpha? 

https://web.archive.org/web/20070425234855/http://freespace.virgin.net:80/r.cadwalader/maritime/life

boat/wreck.htm 

https://southampton.spydus.co.uk/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/FULL/WPAC/BIBENQ/ 

https://www.festipedia.org.uk/wiki/Portmadoc_Maritime - historical info on Portmadoc but limited info on 

ships built there. 

 

 

https://www.coflein.gov.uk/en/site/search
https://hec.lrfoundation.org.uk/archive-library/lloyds-register-of-ships-online
https://newspapers.library.wales/search?query=Kingfisher&publication%5B%5D=The+Cambrian+News+and+Merionethshire+Standard
http://www.maritimearchives.co.uk/
http://www.crewlist.org.uk/about/findingoncrewlists
http://shipbuildinghistory.com/shipyards/emergencylarge/foundation.htm
https://content.libraries.wsu.edu/digital/collection/cchm_photo/id/6983/
https://www.wrecksite.eu/wreck.aspx?33705
https://www.crewlist.org.uk/data/vesselsalpha?
https://web.archive.org/web/20070425234855/http:/freespace.virgin.net:80/r.cadwalader/maritime/lifeboat/wreck.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20070425234855/http:/freespace.virgin.net:80/r.cadwalader/maritime/lifeboat/wreck.htm
https://southampton.spydus.co.uk/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/FULL/WPAC/BIBENQ/
https://www.festipedia.org.uk/wiki/Portmadoc_Maritime
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6.0 Results 

The site of the beaching is given as Abererch referring to the sands about 1 mile East of Pwllheli 

at the North of Cardigan Bay 

Figure 4, Location of Abererch sands. 

 

Site map showing location of Abererch sands to East of Pwllheli.   

 

• The SV Jane Ellen specification,  

Built at Portmadoc (original spelling) 1863. Known to be a two-masted trading Schooner 

(top sail) intended primarily for the slate trade.  

Official number 44250. (Fig.6) 76Tons. 

Builders dimensions: keel length 66ft 10ins, Beam 18ft 11/2ins, depth of hold 9ft 41/2ins. 

Lloyds measurements are Length 72ft 5ins, Beam 18ft 5ins, depth 9ft 2ins. For further 

information see Appendix A. 

 

 

• Background information,  

The builder was Mr Wm. Griffith from Borth, who built the ship at Portmadoc, for Wm 

Lloyd of Portmadoc who had a Ship Chandlery and a Drapers business there. The ship was 

described as being ‘an exceedingly neat and well-built vessel and for its size fully equals in 

every respect, any other ship which has hitherto been built in Portmadoc.’(Fig. 5). There is 

almost a hint in this description that this might have been the first ship built by Wm 

Griffith at Portmadoc. I could not find any reference to him or the SV Jane Ellen in the 

Portmadoc records that are available on-line. The ship was intended for the local slate 

trade. 

The Master Captain Owen Jones and the Owner Wm Lloyd seemed satisfied with the ship 

as they continued to operate it until at least 1873 and then with Master J Owens until 

1880. 
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Figure 5, Extract from the North Wales Chronicle and Advertiser 
   for the Principality, 6th June 1863 
 

 
 

 
 
Figure 6,     Extract from Appropriation book 

 

Official No 44250. 76 Ton Schooner Jane Ellen, Registered Port Caernarvon. 

24th July 1863 
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For a straightforward name the vessel has been confusingly misnamed during its life Viz. 

At the launch it was referred to, in the report (Fig. 5), as the Jane Ellin named by the 

owner with respect to his daughter. Now Elin is the Welsh equivalent of Ellen which is 

short for Helene which is interpreted as beauty or stylish and the Welsh Elin means strong 

and productive. The owner Wm. Lloyd had two daughters Mary and Jane Ellen he clearly 

intended the Schooner to be named after Jane Ellen. 

In the Official number Appropriation record it is listed as Jane Ellen 

The Mercantile Navy List of 1863 lists the vessel as the Jane Ellen of Carnarvon (Fig. 7). 

 

 

 

Figure 7, Extract from the Mercantile Navy list 1863, No 44250  

 Jane Ellen, Carnarvon. 

 

 

Extract Mercantile Navy List, 1880: showing entry for SV Jane Ellen 

 

 

The first appearance in the Lloyds Register is in 1865 (Appendix B) where the vessel No 

44250 is listed as Jane Ellin and continued to be so referred until 1872 when Ellin is 

manually crossed out and Ellen typed in. 
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• Historical Information, 

I have discovered the following historical information relating to the SV Jane Ellen,  

The SV Jane Ellen traded mostly around the Irish Sea and Bristol Channel carrying slate 

from Portmadoc and coal (on return passage). Generally incident free. There was a 

lifeboat service in 1867 to a ‘Jane Ellen’ but I believe that this was to an Aberystwyth 

based 35 Ton schooner. 

Picture 2, Elsinore Bowl. 

  

The Elsignor (Elsinore) Bowl Captain Jones and his wife Ellen received in 1867. 

 

   

   

   

   

   

  

Some of the descendants of 

Capt. Jones who continued 

the maritime tradition.

  

 

• Lead up to wrecking, All we know is that the SV Jane Ellen was on passage from Pwllheli 

to Caernarfon and ran ashore at Abersoch (Fig. 8 Coflein report). 
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Figure 8, Extract from Coflein record of wreck in 1887 

 

 

SV JANE ELLEN 

 

© Copyright and database right 2020. All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey licence number 0100022206 

NPRN 271506 Map Reference SH32NW  Grid Reference SH3146728667 

Unitary (Local) Authority Maritime Old County Maritime Community Maritime 

Type of Site: WRECK Broad Class: MARITIME Period: Post Medieval 

Site Description Archaeological remains associated with the loss of this vessel are not confirmed as present at 

this location, but may be in the vicinity. 

 

Event and Historical Information: The JANE ELLEN was a 76nt wooden schooner built in 1863. At time of loss on 

21 March 1887, the vessel was owned by J Evans of Abererch (also the master). The vessel was on passage from 

Pwllheli to Caernarfon when it ran ashore at Abersoch in an east-south-easterly force 5. 

 

Sources include:  Board of Trade Wreck Return 1887 Appendix C Table 1 pg139 (905) 

   Larn and Larn Shipwreck Database 2002 

Maritime Officer, RCAHMW, June 2010. 

https://coflein.gov.uk/en
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• Cause of the wrecking, Strong on-shore wind and poor navigation. 

 

 

 

Figure 9, Map showing locations of Caernarfon, Pwllheli and Abersoch. 
 

 
 

 

• Since the wrecking the ship was sold and dismantled. 

 

• Previous investigation or research of this vessel,  

The only previously documented information is that which is contained in the data bases. 

 

• The Site, 

As an aground wreck site there is nothing to record by diving or surveying at the site. 

 

• Additional Information,  

With research limited to on-line at the present time I have not been able to discover a 

copy of the builder’s original plans or any photographs or drawings. 

However I was very grateful to receive information from Deborah (Jones) Krisko, featuring 

the painting reproduced on the front cover of this report and the image and pictures at 

Picture 2, page 12. 
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• Events encountered during the vessel’s lifetime, 

Information given in the MADU data base and R Cadwalader data base and also in Henry 

Parry ‘Wreck and Rescue on the Coast of Wales’ record a beaching of the vessel on 

Abererch sands on the morning of the great storm of Oct 14th 1881. Ivor Wynne Jones in 

‘Shipwrecks of North Wales’ Ed 3 1986 includes the SV Jane Ellen in his wreck map and 

Index but with no text indeed he has no reference to the 1881 storm or the many wrecks 

resulting. There is some debate as to whether this information confuses the SV Jane Ellen 

with the SV John Ellis which was the vessel beached at Abererch (along with four other 

ships) according to contemporary local newspaper (Appendix D). 

It has been suggested that this account naming the SV John Ellis, Master Captain 

Willoughby of Portmadoc, is a misprint for the SV Jane Ellen. Unfortunately the Lloyds 

Register 1883 to 1889 are not available to verify this information, but the Mercantile Navy 

lists for the period list a Schooner John Ellis No 17363, 99 Tons, registered at Carnarvon, 

home port Portmadoc owned by John Ellis of Ralph Tar, Borth, Carnarvonshire. As this 

vessel was on passage to Copenhagen from Portmadoc it seems to me that the 

contemporary newspaper record is accurate and there is no reference in the newspaper 

reports to the SV Jane Ellen. 

 

• Passengers and crew, 

The SV Jane Ellen did not normally carry any passengers, her typical crew would comprise 

The Master, Mate, two Seamen, a Cook and a Boy. 

 

 

• Owners and Masters,  

Mr R Cadwalader has provided an extract from ‘Porthmadog Ships’ (Fig 10). This states in 

the second part that the SV Jane Ellen had nine owners including Owen Jones, the master. 

We do know that the owner at the wrecking 21st March 1887 was listed by Coflein as J 

Evans of Abererch who was also the Master (Fig. 8). It seems unlikely to me that the 

vessel changed hands seven times between 1881 and 1886. I believe that confusion has 

arisen due to Wm Lloyd Company having several shareholders (both family and others) 

and having shares in several ships during the period one of whom may well have been 

Captain Owen Jones following his retirement as Master. 

I believe therefore that the SV Jane Ellen (44250) only had one owner. I could conjecture 

that if this vessel was indeed aground at Abererch (1881) and slightly damaged it could 

have prompted a sale to Captain J Evans of Abererch. Unfortunately the Lloyds Registers 

are not available for this period. I believe that Captain Owen Jones retired sometime in 

1873 being replaced by Captain J Owens. In 1887 The Master was J Evans (of Abererch). I 

believe Wm Lloyd Co. remained the owners whilst J Evans was probably a shareholder. 

 

The first part of the extract (Fig 10) refers to the vessel being lost in an explosion in the 

Thames. I believe that this is totally at odds with other evidence e.g. Coflein, and should 

be discounted. Interesting though that this account has J Evans as Master and Wm Lloyd 

Co. as owners. 
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Figure 10, Extract from “Porthmadog Ships” by Aled Eames and  

   Emrys Hughes - 2009 edition 

 

 

 

 

 

7.0 Analysis 

 

I believe that the conclusions arrived at are accurate and the only information that I could 

discover that in some way match the basic information provided in the data bases. 

My concerns relate to the discrepancy between my conclusions and the data base viz, 

 

The date: given as 14th Oct 1881 refers to the Beaching at Abererch the actual wrecking of this 

vessel occurred on 21st March 1887. 

The vessel: given as ‘Jane Ellen’ – I have remarked on the possibility that in the incident at 

Abererch the vessel may have been as reported the SV John Ellis. 

Wrecked: given as wrecked in MADU (Fig. 2) and in R Cadwalader (Fig. 3). Whichever vessel it 

actually was, it was driven onto the beach in the storm, but although very likely slightly damaged 

was re-floated and continued in service. 

 

I was surprised that I could not find any local or newspaper reference to the 1887 wrecking of 

this local vessel. 

 

 

 

 

8.0 Conclusions & Recommendations    

I have probably spent approximately 25 hours on this project including about 14 hours on-line. 

My account conflicts to some extent with the basic facts set out in the data bases but I believe 

that I have developed the most plausible account. 

I do not believe that there is scope for any further development of this incident. 

The eventual wreck of the vessel is documented in Coflein and all the dates coincide. 
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Appendices:  

 
Appendix A, Specification SV Jane Ellen. 
 

Vessel  Name/s Jane Ellen 

 Type Schooner  

  Coastal Cargo, Built for slate trade. 

Built  Date  

  Launched first week of June 1863 

  Commissioned July 1863 

 Builder Wm. Griffiths 

  Borth 

Construction Materials  Wood, Iron bolted. 

 Decks Single 

 Bulkheads  

Propulsion Type Sail. 

 Details Top sail Schooner, two masts. 

Dimensions Length 72ft            5ins      m 

 Beam 18ft           5ins m 

 Draught 9ft           2ins m 

Tonnage Gross 76 

 Net  

Owner First Wm Lloyd 

  3 High Street, Portmadoc 

 Last J Evans 

  Abererch 

 Others  

Registry Port Carnarvon, Portmadoc 

 Flag British T.S.H.W. 

 Number 44250 

History Routes Irish Sea coastal trading  

   

 Cargo Slate, Coal, Wood. 

Final Voyage From Pwllheli 

 To Caernarfon 

 Captain J Evans 

 Crew 5 

 Passengers None 

 Cargo  

Wrecking Date 21/03/1887 

 Location Abersoch 

 Cause Force 5 east-south-easterly wind. Poss. navigation 

error. 

 Loss of life None 

 Outcome Sold for dismantling 
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Appendix B, Extract from Lloyds Register entries for the  

SV Jane Ellen. 

Extract from Lloyds Register 1865. 
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Extract from Lloyds Register 1869-70 listed as ‘Jane Ellin’ 
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Note: name correction from Ellin to Ellen 

 

 

1873 List not available. 

 

 

 

 

Not showing in the 1883 or 1889 lists 
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Appendix C – The Timeline for the SV Jane Ellen. 

 

1863 19th May 1863 Built at Porthmadog by Wm Griffith of the Borth for Wm Lloyd of Porthmadog  

1863 June Launched and named Jane Ellen after Miss Jane Ellen Lloyd, daughter to the owner. 

1863 Allocated Official number 44250 in appropriation listing 24th July. 

1863 to 1887 listed in Crew listings – Master Captain Owen Jones of Porthmadog. 

1863 Listed in the Mercantile Navy list as Jane Ellen of Carnarvon. 

1865 First appearance in Lloyds Register1865-1866. Listed as Jane Ellin. Master O Jones, 

 Owner Wm Lloyd & Co. Home port: Portmadoc. 

1866 Lloyds Register – all as before. 

1867 Lloyds Register – all as before. 

1869 Lloyds Register – all as before. 

1869 Lloyds Register – all as before. 

1870 Lloyds Register – all as before. 

1871 Lloyds Register – all as before. 

1872 Lloyds Register –Name corrected to Jane Ellen, otherwise all as before. 

1873 Lloyds Register – change of Master to Captain J Owens. 

1874 Lloyds Register – all as before. 

1875 to 1882(incl.) – No copies of Lloyds Registers available. 

1880 Entry in Mercantile Navy List Registered sailing vessels – all as before. 

1881 Suggestion that may have run aground at Abererch during storm of 14 Oct but may have 

 been confused with Schooner John Ellis. 

1883 Lloyds Register – page missing so no record. 

1884 to 1888(incl.) – No copies of Lloyds Registers available. 

1881 to 1887 sometime Change of Master to J Evans of Abererch. 

1887 – 21st March, Wrecked at Abersoch. Master: J Evans. Owner Wm Lloyd Co. shareholders:

 J Evans and O Jones. 

1889 - No record – consistent with ship wrecked and scrapped 1887. 
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Appendix D, The storm 14th October 1881, extracts from 

contemporary newspaper reports. 

Extracts from the Cambrian News and Merionethshire Standard. 

 

 

 


